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CONEIDENTIAL BONN 04492 
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TAGS: PGOV, GE 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF EMBASSIES IN EAST BERLIN 
REE: A) BONN 2839; B) BERLIN 489 

1. AT BONN GROUP MEETING ON MARCH 27, ERENCH REP 
( LUSTIG) SAID THAT IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY USED THE TERM " TO THE 
GDR" IN THE NOTE ACCREDITING ITS CHARGE TO EAST 
BERLIN ( REE B), IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH 
TO ADOPT ANY OTHER DESIGNATION FOR THEIR EMBASSY TO 
THE GDR. HE NOTED THAT, IN ANY CASE, THIS WAS THE 
FORMULATION WHICH HAD BEEN DEVISED BY THE ERENCH EOR 
USE IN GERMANY IN ORDER TO GET AROUND THE FACT THAT THE 
COUNTRY WAS DIVIDED. STANDARD FRENCH USAGE WOULD BE 
" IN GERMANY ( EN ALLEMAGNE)". THE OTHER FORMULATION 
WAS USED BY THE ERENCH EMBASSY IN BONN AND WOULD BE 
CONTINUED IN EAST BERLIN. 
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2. THE FONOFE REP ( BLECH) REPEATED HIS VIEW THAT THE 
FORMULATION ' TO THE GDR " WOULD BE THE PREFERABLE ONE 
FOR USE BY THE UK AND US EMBASSIES. HE NOTED THAT EVEN 
'' NEUES DEUTSCHLAND" WAS USING THIS FORMULATION TO 
DESCRIBE EACH NEW EMBASSY WHICH OPENED IN EAST BERLIN. 
BLECH THOUGHT THIS WAS RECOGNITION ON THE PART OF THE 
GDR THAT THIS WOULD BE STANDARD USAGE AND THAT THE 
EAST GERMAN GOVERNMENT WAS USING IT IN THE PRESS TO 
PREPARE THE WAY EOR GENERAL ACCEPTANCE OE THE TERM. 
BLECH SAID THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BELIEVED THAT IT 
WOULD BE CONEUSING AND PERHAPS EVEN DAMAGING TO THE 
WESTERN POSITION IF THERE TURNED OUT TO BE A DIFEERENCE 
IN USAGE AMONG THE THREE POWERS. HE HOPED THEREFORE 
THAT THE US AND UK COULD AT LEAST USE THE TERM " TO THE 
GDR" IN THE LETTERS OF ACCREDITATION FOR THEIR 
AMBASSADORS. 

3. THE UK REP ( CROMARTIE) NOTED THAT THE UK LETTER 

OF ACCREDITATION USUALLY MADE NO MENTION OF THE COUNTRY 
TO WHICH THE AMBASSADOR WAS ACCREDITED. HE SAID THE 
BRITISH VIEW CONTINUED TO BE THAT THIS FORMULATION WAS 
NOT ADVANTAGEOUS. THE US REP SAID HE WAS AWAITING 
DEPARTMENT' S VIEWS ON THIS AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE 
NOMENCLATURE QUESTION. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: IN LIGHT OF GERMAN SUPPORT EOR 
THE ALREADY EIRM ERENCH POSITION AND THE FACT THAT 
BOTH THE UK AND FRENCH EMBASSIES WILL SOON BE ESTAB- 
LISHED, IT WILL CLEARLY BE DIFEICULT TO REACH A COMMON 
THREE POWER POSITION ON THIS QUESTION. REQUEST 
DEPARTMENT' S VIEWS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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